
S E R M O N  D I S C U S S I O N  G U I D E  

 

“The	Incomparable	Christ”	Sermon	Series	
Part	5:	The	Wave	Treader	(John	6:16-21)	

 
 

�	Review	
 

There are several stories in the New testament about Jesus, the disciples, a boat, and a storm 
out on the Sea of Galilee, but this passage has a unique focus. For example, sometimes Jesus 
calms the storm for his people when they’re being tossed around in a boat, but this is not a story 
about that. Sometimes Jesus calls his people to get out of a boat and walk on water toward him, 
but this is not a story about that. Sometimes Jesus calls his people to leave their nets and boats 
and follow him on a discipleship journey, but this is not a story about that. This is a story about 
Jesus coming to his people when they’re having a difficult time, showing up in a miraculous 
way, joining them in their struggle, and helping them through the crisis. Indeed, it’s a story that 
reminds us that without Jesus, we’re sunk. Thankfully, Jesus still gets into people’s boats 
today, giving them peace in the midst of the storm when they need him the most. 

 
 

�	Reflect	
 

1. Describe a time when you were truly afraid for your life. What did you think would happen? 
What actually happened? 
 

2. When you feel overwhelmed with the circumstances of life, what is it that brings you a sense 
of hope and relief? Besides having your “storm” come to an end, what do you want most 
during those times of fear, distress, uncertainty, or difficulty? 
 

3. Why do you suppose Jesus dismissed both the crowd and the disciples after the miracle 
feeding of the five thousand? What do these dismissals say about Jesus’ “restraint”? 
 

4. Pastor Tim said during the sermon, “A crowd that isn’t following Jesus is not a crowd you 
should be following.” What are some ways people follow the crowd today instead of Jesus? 
How do even believers sometimes fall into this trap? 
 

5. Why might the period of time right after a spiritual victory be the time when believers most 
need to pray? Why, then, does prayer receive much greater attention before our spiritual 
victories rather than after? 
 

6. What does it say about Jesus that he would intentionally send his people into a storm? Why 
might he ever do such a thing to (or for) us today? 
 



7. Why do you suppose the disciples were terrified of Jesus walking toward them on the 
water? How do you think you would have responded had you seen a figure coming toward 
you on the water at night? 
 

8. What is the significance of Jesus walking on the water (cf. Job 9:8)? 
 

9. What is the significance of Jesus responding, “I am” (v. 27)? Do think the disciples 
understood the significance of this statement at the time or only later upon reflection? 
 

10. The Egyptian symbol (hieroglyphic) for the concept of “impossible” is a man walking on 
water. Why do you suppose many people today struggle to accept this particular miracle? 
How might they try to explain it away? Why does it make sense to believe it? 
 

11. Why do you suppose the disciples were eventually willing to receive Jesus into their boat? 
How did they move from being terrified by Jesus to being welcoming toward him? 

 
12. What do you make of the second, unexplained miracle of the disciples’ boat “immediately” 

reaching the shore where they were heading once Jesus entered the boat? What does this 
second miracle say about Jesus’ ability to get his people to their destination? 

 
 

�	Respond	
 

1. It’s one thing to multiply food and feed the masses. It’s another thing entirely to walk on water 
for no apparent reason. If the sole rationale for this miracle was to reveal Jesus’ identity, how 
do you think it affected the disciple’s view of him? How has it changed your view of him? 

 
2.  Are there any areas of your life where Jesus is telling you, “It is I; don’t be afraid”? How might 

this simple reassurance change your actions or your attitudes going forward? 
  
3. Pastor Tim said in the sermon, “When you’re with Jesus, you’re with someone who is greater 

than every storm.” How might this truth prepare you for your next “storm” even before you 
get in the middle of it? 

 
4. Jesus is the great Wave Treader. Is there anything in your life that you need Jesus to “tread 

on” for you? Would you be willing to join in prayer with others for those things? 
 
5. Who do you know who might be having a difficult time right now? Would you be willing to 

pray for those people—asking Jesus to be near them and calm their storm? 

 
What is God saying to you? What are you going 

to do about what God is saying to you? 


