
Healing Grace: Myriad Authentications of the Son of God (Valentino) 

HEALING GRACE 
 

 

Myriad Authentications of the Son of God 
 
 
Introduction 
 
One of the more prominent features of Jesus’ ministry in the New Testament is that he healed people. The four 
Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John) record 26 unique episodes where Jesus restored someone to physical 
health. These healings include: 
 

§ 3 resurrections 
§ 5 exorcisms (casting out demons) 
§ 18 other healings for various sicknesses, diseases, and disabilities 

 
There were certainly more healings than these (cf. Matt 9:35; Mark 1:32-34; Luke 6: 17-19; John 20:30-31; 
21:25), but 26 specific accounts are recorded. We could study each of them individually in detail; for the purposes 
of this presentation, however, we will summarize the biblical data. 
 
Jesus had various reasons for performing these healings, but we will observe that they were conducted primarily 
to authenticate him as the Christ, the Son of the Living God. This authentication was necessary because of the 
radical claims he often made about himself: 

 
John 5:18 
For this reason the Jews tried all the harder to kill him; not only was he breaking the Sabbath, but he was 
even calling God his own Father, making himself equal with God. 
 
John 10:30 
“I and the Father are one.” 
 
John 14:6 
Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.” 

 
John 14:9b 
“Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father.” 
 
John 8:58a 
“I tell you the truth,” Jesus answered, “before Abraham was born, I am!” At this, they picked up stones to 
stone him. 
 

In addition to claiming for himself the status of divinity, Jesus also claimed that he had the power to forgive sin, 
that individuals could have eternal life only through faith in him, and that he will judge all people at the end of the 
age, determining their eternal destinies. These staggering claims confront us with the propositions that: 
 

§ To see Jesus was to see God. 
§ To know Jesus was to know God. 
§ To believe in Jesus was to believe in God. 
§ To receive Jesus was to receive God. 
§ To honor Jesus was to honor God. 
§ To reject Jesus was to reject God. 
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But how could Jesus validate the accuracy of these claims? They were largely invisible realities that are difficult 
to verify or falsify. Knowing this, Jesus often authenticated his spiritual claims on the basis of unmistakable 
physical evidence (i.e., via his healings, his miracles over nature, and his own resurrection from the dead).  
 
Within Jesus’ public ministry, his healing of the paralytic best exemplifies the practice of verification (Matt 9:1-8 
|| Mark 2:1-12 || Luke 5:17-26). In that story, Jesus explicitly connects his authority to forgive sins with the 
ensuing miracle, thus conveying to all present that he has authority to forgive sins on the basis of his ability to 
heal the man.  
 
To study the healing miracles of Jesus, then, is to get to know him better. And because Jesus is “God in human 
flesh”—the second person of the divine Trinity—to study the healing miracles of Jesus is to get to know the heart 
God better. 
 
 
I.  Healing in the Old Testament 
 
Because Jesus appeared in fulfillment of Jewish prophecy to reveal the Father (cf. Luke 10:22), we begin by 
considering the Old Testament healing record, which forms a background to the healing ministry of Jesus. 
 
Deuteronomy 32:39 
“See now that I myself am He!  
There is no god besides me.  
I put to death and I bring to life,  
I have wounded and I will heal,  
and no one can deliver out of my hand.” 
 
God is ultimately responsible for life, death, healing, and sickness. Whatever earthly agencies he may use to 
mediate various circumstances to us in this life, God is indeed sovereign over all things. Moreover, we observe 
from the Old Testament that: 
 
 
A.  The Healing Methods Varied 
 
God honored, and at times personally used, a variety of techniques to physically heal. 
 
1. God healed through prayer: 
 

§ Abraham prayed for Abimelech (Gen 20:1-18) 
§ Moses prayed for Miriam (Num 12:1-15) 
§ Hannah prayed for herself (1 Sam 1:10-20) 

 
2. God healed through prayer and unexplained actions: 
 

§ Elijah prayed and laid over the Zarephath widow’s son (1 Kgs 17:17-24) 
 
3. God healed through prayer and “medicine”: 
 

§ Hezekiah’s terminal illness (2 Kgs 20:1-11) 
 
4. God healed through unexplained actions: 
 

§ Elisha laid over the Shunammite’s son (2 Kgs 4:18-37) 
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5. God healed through obedience to commanded actions: 
 

§ Moses’ leprous hand (Exod 4:6-7) 
§ The Israelites’ poisonous snake bites (Num 21:4-9) 
§ Naaman’s leprosy (2 Kgs 5:1-14) 

 
6. God healed unilaterally after a predetermined time period: 
 

§ Nebuchadnezzar’s insanity (Dan 4:28-37) 
 
7. God healed without any stated means: 
 

§ Sarah’s infertility (Gen 21:1-2) 
§ Leah’s infertility (Gen 29:31) 
§ Rachel’s infertility (Gen 30:22) 

 
We also note that, given the time span of the Old Testament period, this list of recorded healing miracles does not 
appear to be too long. In other words, physical healings were a real though not necessarily a prominent feature of 
the Old Testament record. 
 
 
B.  God Healed Individuals Outside the Covenant 
 
While it might be striking to some, we can definitively observe that God healed individuals with whom he was 
not in covenant (i.e., unbelievers or even idol worshipers). 
 

§ Pharaoh’s household, implied (Gen 12:10-20) 
§ Abimelech (Gen 20:1-18) 
§ Naaman (2 Kgs 5:1-14) 
§ Nebuchadnezzar (Dan 4:28-37) 

 
 
C.  God Restored Life to the Dead 
 
There are 3 accounts in the Old Testament of the dead being raised to life. 
 

§ The son of the widow at Zarephath by Elijah (1 Kgs 17:17-24) 
§ The son of the Shunammite by Elisha (2 Kgs 4:18-37) 
§ An unnamed man whose body touched the bones of Elisha (2 Kgs 13:21) 

 
 
D.  Believers Sometimes Got Sick 
 
Being an Israelite living in covenant with Yahweh was no guarantee of not getting sick. 
 

§ Isaac—uncured (Gen 27:1) 
§ Jacob—uncured (Gen 32:25; 48:1) 
§ Moses—cured (Exod 4:6-7) 
§ Ahijah—uncured (1 Kgs 14:4) 
§ Elisha—uncured (2 Kgs 13:14) 
§ Job—cured (Job 1-2; 42-10) 
§ Daniel—cured (Dan 8:27) 
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E.  Additional Observations 
 

§ God physically afflicted some people in the Old Testament for a variety of reasons. 
§ Some physical afflictions in the Old Testament were directly given because of personal sin. 
§ Some physical afflictions in the Old Testament had no connection to personal sin whatsoever. 
§ Some Old Testament sicknesses go completely unexplained. 

 
 
II.  Healing in the Gospels 
 
The Gospels indicate that first-century Jews were so captivated by the healing miracles of Jesus, they made 
blanket “superlative statements” about this aspect of his ministry: 
 

Matthew 9:32-33 (Healing of the Blind Mute) 
32 While they were going out, a man who was demon-possessed and could not talk was brought to Jesus. 
33 And when the demon was driven out, the man who had been mute spoke. The crowd was amazed and 
said, “Nothing like this has ever been seen in Israel.” 
 
Mark 2:12 (Healing of the Paralytic) 
12 He got up, took his mat and walked out in full view of them all. This amazed everyone and they praised 
God, saying, “We have never seen anything like this!” 
 
John 9:32-33 (Healing of the Man Born Blind) 
32 Nobody has ever heard of opening the eyes of a man born blind. 33 If this man were not from God, he 
could do nothing.” 

 
These declarations provide a window into the excitement generated by Jesus in the first century. Given the sheer 
power, frequency, authority, and uniqueness of these miracles, the people were justified in concluding that never 
before in history of Israel had there been a healing ministry like that of Christ’s. Jesus concurred: 

 
Luke 10:24 (Jesus’ Commissioning of the 72) 
24 For I tell you that many prophets and kings wanted to see what you see but did not see it, and to hear 
what you hear but did not hear it.” 
 

Richard Mayhue has rightly concluded, “At no other time in human history were so many people healed from 
such a multitude of diseases in so short a time as during Christ’s public ministry. History has not repeated itself. 
Christ’s healing ministry was truly unique and remains unequaled.” Each of the healing miracles should be 
explored in detail, but what can we say about them by way of summary? 
 
 
A.  The Healing Miracles of Jesus Had a Primarily Theological Purpose 
 
While it is true that Christ displayed a deep love and compassion for those who were physically afflicted (e.g., 
Matt 14:14, 20:34; Mark 1:14), it appears that his healing miracles were never performed merely for the sake of 
the physical benefits they would provide. Their primary purpose was to authenticate Jesus as the Messiah. 

 
Matthew 8:16-17 (Jesus Heals Many) 
16 When evening came, many who were demon-possessed were brought to him, and he drove out the 
spirits with a word and healed all the sick. 17 This was to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet 
Isaiah: “He took up our infirmities and carried our diseases.”  
 
Purpose: To fulfill the messianic prophecy in Isaiah 53:4 
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Matthew 9:5-7 || Mark 2:9-12a || Luke 5:23-25 (Healing of the Paralytic) 
5 Which is easier: to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Get up and walk’? 6 But so that you may 
know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins….” Then he said to the paralytic, “Get up, 
take your mat and go home.” 7 And the man got up and went home. 
 
Purpose: That people would know that Jesus had the authority to forgive sins 
 
Matthew 11:2-6 || Luke 7:18-23 (Jesus and John the Baptist) 
2 When John heard in prison what Christ was doing, he sent his disciples 3 to ask him, “Are you the one 
who was to come, or should we expect someone else?” 4 Jesus replied, “Go back and report to John what 
you hear and see: 5 The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cured, the deaf 
hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is preached to the poor. 6 Blessed is the man who does not 
fall away on account of me.”  
 
Purpose: To authenticate the messianic ministry of Jesus for John in prison 
 
Matthew 12:15-21 (After a Healing on the Sabbath) 
 
15 Aware of this, Jesus withdrew from that place. Many followed him, and he healed all their sick, 16 
warning them not to tell who he was. 17 This was to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet Isaiah: 18 
“Here is my servant whom I have chosen, the one I love, in whom I delight; I will put my Spirit on him, 
and he will proclaim justice to the nations. 19 He will not quarrel or cry out; no one will hear his voice in 
the streets. 20 A bruised reed he will not break, and a smoldering wick he will not snuff out, till he leads 
justice to victory. 21 In his name the nations will put their hope.” 
 
Purpose: To fulfill the messianic prophecy in Isaiah 42:1-4 
 
John 9:1-3 (Healing of the Man Born Blind) 
1 As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this 
man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3 “Neither this man nor his parents sinned,” said Jesus, “but 
this happened so that the work of God might be displayed in his life. 
 
Purpose: To display the work of God through Christ in the blind man’s life 
 
John 11:4 (The Raising of Lazarus) 
4 When he heard this, Jesus said, “This sickness will not end in death. No, it is for God’s glory so that 
God’s Son may be glorified through it.” 
 
Purpose: To glorify God and God’s Son 
 
John 20:30-31 (After the Post-Resurrection Appearance to Thomas) 
30 Jesus did many other miraculous signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not recorded in this 
book. 31 But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by 
believing you may have life in his name. 
 
Purpose: To lead people to believe that Jesus is the Christ 
 
Acts 2:22 (Peter’s Pentecost Sermon) 
22 “Men of Israel, listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth was a man accredited by God to you by miracles, 
wonders and signs, which God did among you through him, as you yourselves know. 
 
Purpose: To serve as God’s authentication of Jesus 
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These passages indicate that the healing miracles of Jesus were designed primarily to authenticate Jesus as the 
Christ, the Son of the Living God, the Messiah of Israel, the Savior of the world. 
 
We can also observe that while Jesus’ miracles were abundant, they were not performed indiscriminately or 
arbitrarily. 

 
§ He apparently did not heal every single person who needed healing (e.g., John 5:3-5). 
§ He did not always perform signs on demand (e.g., Matt 12:38-40). 
§ He did not use his powers to avoid the cross (e.g., Matt 26:52-53). 
 
One might therefore conclude that the healing miracles of Jesus were the love-power of God in action on behalf of 
the sick, all of which served the greater theological purpose of authenticating his identity. (See also Matt 4:3-4, 
16:1-4, 27:40; Mark 6:5; Luke 11:16). 
 
 
B.  The Healing Miracles of Jesus Were Abundant 
 
Jesus’ healing miracles were abundant and unlimited in scope. Matthew 15:31 is representative of the broad and 
astonishing sweep of his healing ministry: “The people were amazed when they saw the mute speaking, the 
crippled made well, the lame walking and the blind seeing. And they praised the God of Israel.” 
 
Mayhue observes: “Jesus never set special times or locations for healing. He healed in the course of his 
Palestinian travels. His attendants never selected out of the suffering masses only those few who would actually 
see him, but rather he healed all who came.” 
 
§ Matthew 4:23-25 
§ Matthew 8:16 
§ Matthew 9:35 
§ Matthew 12:15 
§ Matthew 14:35-36 
§ Matthew 15:30-31 
§ Mark 1:32-34 
§ Mark 3:7-11 
§ Luke 6:17-19 
§ Luke 7:21-21 
§ Luke 9:11 
§ John 6:2 
§ John 7:31 
§ John 12:37 
§ John 20:30 
§ John 21:25 
 
 
C.  The Healing Miracles of Jesus Were Immediate 
 
In all but three cases, the healing miracles of Jesus were instantaneous. No physical therapies, medicines, or 
recuperation periods were needed. The sick person was immediately restored to health and wholeness. In fact, 
there were no relapses or misunderstandings about the fact of the healing or the identity of the healer. 
 
The raising of Jairus’ daughter is representative of an immediate healing: “He took her by the hand and said to 
her, ‘Talitha koum!’ (which means, ‘Little girl, I say to you, get up!’). Immediately the girl stood up and walked 
around (she was twelve years old). At this they were completely astonished” (Mark 5:41-42). 
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It is important to note that the three time-delayed healings involved minutes only, and each apparently had a 
spiritual lesson to teach in the brief delay of the healing: 
 

1. Mark 8:22-26 (the blind man at Bethsaida—an enacted parable of Israel’s spiritual state) 
2. Luke 17:11-19 (the ten lepers—healing in the act of obedience to Jesus’ command) 
3. John 9:1-7 (the man born blind—a lesson on the authority of Jesus to send) 

 
 
D.  The Healing Miracles of Jesus Involved a Variety of Methods 
 
As we noted in the healings of the Old Testament, various methods were used to initiate a person’s healing. 
Likewise, Jesus used a variety of methods to heal people throughout the Gospels. (Like Father, like Son!) 
 

1. Jesus touched in order to heal (e.g., Matt 8:15, Peter’s mother-in-law). 
2. Jesus was touched in order to heal (e.g., Matt 9:20-22, the bleeding woman). 
3. Jesus spoke in order to heal (e.g., Matt 9:6, the paralytic). 
4. Jesus used spittle in order to heal (e.g., Mark 8:22-26, the blind man at Bethsaida). 
5. Jesus anointed with clay in order to heal (e.g., John 9:6, the man born blind). 

 
We might conclude from this observation that the healings performed by Jesus varied in method and mediation in 
order to avoid providing anyone with a “recipe” for how he did it (cf. the magic spells and incantations 
discovered, e.g., in Ephesus, etc.). His purpose was not to give us a method but to authenticate his identity, 
advance the kingdom, reveal the Father, and provide a window into the perfections of the eternal state (cf. Rev 
21:1-5). 
 
 
E.  The Healing Miracles of Jesus Could Be Done in Absentia 
 
Jesus’ physical presence with the sick person was unnecessary for the healing to occur. 
 

1. The centurion’s son (Matt 8:5-13 || Luke 7:1-10 || John 4:46-54) 
2. The Canaanite woman’s daughter (Matt 15:21-28) 

 
 
F.  The Healing Miracles of Jesus Do Not Undermine Doctors and Medicine 
 
Jesus recognized the legitimate function of both doctors and medicine. Not once did he (or the rest of the New 
Testament) demean the medical profession. (Do note, however, the isolated example recorded in Mark 5:26). 

 
Matthew 9:12 
12 On hearing this, Jesus said, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick.”  
 
Jesus portrays himself here as a spiritual doctor. 
 
Luke 10:33-34 
33 But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was; and when he saw him, he took pity on him. 34 
He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the man on his own 
donkey, took him to an inn and took care of him.  
 
The provision of medical care is implied here to be noble. 
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Colossians 4:14 
14 Our dear friend Luke, the doctor, and Demas send greetings.  
 
Luke’s profession is noted here without any diminishment or disapproval. 
 
1 Timothy 5:23 
23 Stop drinking only water, and use a little wine because of your stomach and your frequent illnesses.  
 
Paul offers a legitimate prescription for this medical condition. 
 
 

G.  The Healing Miracles of Jesus Were Extended to Unbelievers 
 
Jesus healed sick people who were outside the covenant, including the Canaanite’s daughter (Matt 15:21-28) and 
(presumably) the centurion’s servant (Matt 8:5-13; Luke 7: 1-10). He also healed Samaritan lepers (Luke 17:11-
17). We can also reasonably infer that whenever Jesus healed the multitudes, Gentiles and unbelievers were 
among those who received a healing. 
 
The significance of this observation lies in the fact that in the Old Testament, God also healed individuals with 
whom he was not in covenant—i.e., unbelievers or even idol worshipers. (See Part IB above.) Here is yet another 
reason that one can say of Jesus, “Life Father, like Son!” 
 
 
H.  The Healing Miracles of Jesus Were Undeniable 
 
The spectators’ reactions to Jesus’ healing miracles were remarkable in their intensity. Everyone—including 
Jesus’ enemies—was amazed, astounded, and unable to deny or discredit the miracles. 

 
 
Matthew 9:8 (The Healing of the Paralytic) 
8 When the crowd saw this, they were filled with awe; and they praised God, who had given such 
authority to men. 
 
Matthew 9:33-34 (The Healing of the Blind Mute) 
33 And when the demon was driven out, the man who had been mute spoke. The crowd was amazed and 
said, “Nothing like this has ever been seen in Israel.” 34 But the Pharisees said, “It is by the prince of 
demons that he drives out demons.” 
 
Matthew 12:23-24 (The Healing of the Blind and Mute Demoniac) 
23 All the people were astonished and said, “Could this be the Son of David?” 24 But when the Pharisees 
heard this, they said, “It is only by Beelzebub, the prince of demons, that this fellow drives out demons.” 
 
Matthew 15:30-31 (Multiple Healings) 
30 Great crowds came to him, bringing the lame, the blind, the crippled, the mute and many others, and 
laid them at his feet; and he healed them. 31 The people were amazed when they saw the mute speaking, 
the crippled made well, the lame walking and the blind seeing. And they praised the God of Israel. 
 
Mark 3:5-6 (The Sabbath Healing of the Man with the Shriveled Hand) 
5 He looked around at them in anger and, deeply distressed at their stubborn hearts, said to the man, 
“Stretch out your hand.” He stretched it out, and his hand was completely restored. 6 Then the Pharisees 
went out and began to plot with the Herodians how they might kill Jesus. 
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Mark 3:9-10 (Many Healings) 
9 Because of the crowd he told his disciples to have a small boat ready for him, to keep the people from 
crowding him. 10 For he had healed many, so that those with diseases were pushing forward to touch him. 
 
Mark 5:20 (The Healing of the Gadarene Demoniac) 
20 So the man went away and began to tell in the Decapolis how much Jesus had done for him. And all the 
people were amazed. 
 
Mark 7:37 (The Healing of the Deaf and Mute Man) 
37 People were overwhelmed with amazement. “He has done everything well,” they said. “He even makes 
the deaf hear and the mute speak.” 
 
Luke 18:42-43 (The Healing of the Blind Beggar) 
42 Jesus said to him, “Receive your sight; your faith has healed you.” 43 Immediately he received his sight 
and followed Jesus, praising God. When all the people saw it, they also praised God. 
 
John 9:26 (The Healing of the Man Born Blind) 
26 Then they asked him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” 
 
John 11:47-48 (After the Raising of Lazarus from the Dead) 
47 Then the chief priests and the Pharisees called a meeting of the Sanhedrin. “What are we 
accomplishing?” they asked. “Here is this man performing many miraculous signs. 48 If we let him go on 
like this, everyone will believe in him, and then the Romans will come and take away both our place and 
our nation.” 
 

Furthermore, the news of Jesus’ healing ministry spread to such an extent that he could no longer enter a city. Yet 
even though he remained in unpopulated areas, people came to Jesus from all over the country. 

 
Mark 1:45b (The Healing of a Man with Leprosy) 
45b As a result, Jesus could no longer enter a town openly but stayed outside in lonely places. Yet the 
people still came to him from everywhere. 
 
 

I.  The Healing Miracles of Jesus Sometimes Involved the Faith of the Sick 
 
On several occasions the faith of the afflicted person is honored by Jesus during the healing miracle: 

 
Matthew 9:22 (The Healing of the Woman with an Issue of Blood) 
22 Jesus turned and saw her. “Take heart, daughter,” he said, “your faith has healed you.” And the woman 
was healed from that moment. 
 
Matthew 9:29 (The Healing of the Blind Men) 
28 When he had gone indoors, the blind men came to him, and he asked them, “Do you believe that I am 
able to do this?” “Yes, Lord,” they replied. 29 Then he touched their eyes and said, “According to your 
faith will it be done to you”; 30 and their sight was restored. 
 
The Healing of Blind Bartimaeus (Mark 10:51-52) 
51 “What do you want me to do for you?” Jesus asked him. The blind man said, “Rabbi, I want to see.” 52 

“Go,” said Jesus, “your faith has healed you.” Immediately he received his sight and followed Jesus 
along the road. 
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J.  The Healing Miracles of Jesus Often Make No Reference to Faith at All 
 
In most of the healing miracles in the Gospels, personal faith was not a stated—or even an implied—requirement 
to receive healing. In addition to the healings listed below, it is obvious that Lazarus, Jairus’ daughter, and the 
widow’s son were incapable of displaying faith. Yet they were raised from the dead by Jesus anyway. 
 

§ Simon’s Mother-in-Law (Matt 8:14-15; Mark 1:29-31; Luke 4:38-39) 
§ The Possessed Mute (Matt 9:32-34) 
§ The Man with the Withered Hand (Matt 12:9-13; Mark 3:1-5: Luke 6:6-11) 
§ The Blind and Mute Demoniac (Matt 12:22-32; Mark 3:22-30; Luke 11:14-26) 
§ The Two Blind Men (Matt 20:29-34) 
§ The Deaf Man with a Speech Impediment (Mark 7:31-37) 
§ The Blind Man at Bethsaida (Mark 8:22-26) 
§ The Man with Dropsy (Luke 14:1-6) 
§ The Ten Lepers (Luke 17:11-19) 
§ The Servant of the High Priest (Luke 22:49-51) 
§ The Man at the Pool of Bethesda (John 5:1-15) 
§ The Man Born Blind (John 9:1-41) 

 
 
K.  The Healing Miracles of Jesus Sometimes Honor Another Person’s Faith 
 
On several occasions, Jesus healed when faith was displayed by someone other than the afflicted person. This 
includes the exorcism of Matthew 17:19-20, and several other healing miracles: 

 
Matthew 8:10-13 (The Healing of the Centurion’s Servant) 
10 When Jesus heard this, he was astonished and said to those following him, “I tell you the truth, I have 
not found anyone in Israel with such great faith. . . . 13 Then Jesus said to the centurion, “Go! It will be 
done just as you believed it would.” And his servant was healed at that very hour. 
 
Matthew 9:8 (The Healing of the Paralytic) 
2 Some men brought to him a paralytic, lying on a mat. When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the 
paralytic, “Take heart, son; your sins are forgiven.”  
 
Matthew 15:28 (The Healing of the Canaanite’s Daughter) 
28 Then Jesus answered, “Woman, you have great faith! Your request is granted.” And her daughter was 
healed from that very hour. 
 
Mark 9:21-23 (The Healing of a Boy with an Evil Spirit) 
21 Jesus asked the boy’s father, “How long has he been like this?” “From childhood,” he answered. 22 “It 
has often thrown him into fire or water to kill him. But if you can do anything, take pity on us and help 
us.” 23 “ ‘If you can’?” said Jesus. “Everything is possible for him who believes.” 
 
Luke 8:50 (The Raising of Jairus’ Daughter) 
50 Hearing this, Jesus said to Jairus, “Don’t be afraid; just believe, and she will be healed.” 
 
The Son of the Royal Official (John 4:49-50) 
49 The royal official said, “Sir, come down before my child dies.” 50 Jesus replied, “You may go. Your son 
will live.” 
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L.  The Healing Miracles of Jesus Were Performed with the Father’s Power 
 
Because Jesus voluntarily set aside the independent use of his divine attributes in the Incarnation, his healing 
power is said to have come from God the Father. 

 
Matthew 12:28 (cf. Luke 11:20) 
28 But if I drive out demons by the Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God has come upon you. 
 
Luke 5:17 
17 One day as he was teaching, Pharisees and teachers of the law, who had come from every village of 
Galilee and from Judea and Jerusalem, were sitting there. And the power of the Lord was present for 
him to heal the sick. 
 
John 5:19 
19 Jesus gave them this answer: “I tell you the truth, the Son can do nothing by himself; he can do only 
what he sees his Father doing, because whatever the Father does the Son also does. 
 
Acts 2::22 
22 “Men of Israel, listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth was a man accredited by God to you by miracles, 
wonders and signs, which God did among you through him, as you yourselves know. 
 
Acts 10:37-38 
37 You know what has happened throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John 
preached— 38 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power, and how he went 
around doing good and healing all who were under the power of the devil, because God was with him. 

 
 
M.  The Healing Miracles of Jesus Did Not Always Produce ‘Saving’ Faith 
 
While the healing miracles of Jesus were undeniable, they did not always elicit true, lasting, or “saving” faith in 
those who witnessed them. 

 
Luke 10:12-15 
12 I tell you, it will be more bearable on that day for Sodom than for that town. 13 “Woe to you, Korazin! 
Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the miracles that were performed in you had been performed in Tyre and 
Sidon, they would have repented long ago, sitting in sackcloth and ashes. 14 But it will be more bearable 
for Tyre and Sidon at the judgment than for you. 15 And you, Capernaum, will you be lifted up to the 
skies? No, you will go down to the depths. 
 
 

N.  The Healing Miracles of Jesus Were Not Performed for His Own Acclaim 
 
Jesus went out of his way to avoid public approval or acclaim for his miracles. 
 

John 6:14-15 
14 After the people saw the miraculous sign that Jesus did, they began to say, “Surely this is the Prophet 
who is to come into the world.” 15 Jesus, knowing that they intended to come and make him king by force, 
withdrew again to a mountain by himself. 
 

The driving force behind Jesus’ healing miracles—indeed, his entire ministry—was the glory of his Father. Only 
in so far as the Father was glorified in these miracles could the Son likewise be gloried. 
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John 11:4 
4 When he heard this, Jesus said, “This sickness will not end in death. No, it is for God’s glory so that 
God’s Son may be glorified through it.” 
 
John 17:4 
4 I have brought you glory on earth by completing the work you gave me to do. 5 And now, Father, glorify 
me in your presence with the glory I had with you before the world began. 

 
 
Conclusion 
 
Here, in summary form, are the observations we have made from our overview of the 26 healing miracles of Jesus 
in the Gospels: 
 
1. The healing miracles of Jesus had a primarily theological purpose. 
2. The healing miracles of Jesus were abundant. 
3. The healing miracles of Jesus involved a variety of methods. 
4. The healing miracles of Jesus could be done in absentia. 
5. The healing miracles of Jesus do not undermine doctors and medicine. 
6. The healing miracles of Jesus were extended to unbelievers. 
7. The healing miracles of Jesus were undeniable. 
8. The healing miracles of Jesus sometimes involved the faith of the sick. 
9. The healing miracles of Jesus often make no reference to faith at all. 
10. The healing miracles of Jesus sometimes honor another’s faith. 
11. The healing miracles of Jesus were performed with the Father’s power. 
12. The healing miracles of Jesus did not always produce “saving” faith. 
13. The healing miracles of Jesus were not performed for his own acclaim. 
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Appendix 
 
The Nobleman’s Son ................................................................................................................................ John 4:46-54 
The Man with an Unclean Spirit ..................................................................................... Mark 1:21-28; Luke 4:31-37 
Simon’s Mother-in-Law .................................................................... Matthew 8:14-15; Mark 1:29-31; Luke 4:38-39 
The Leper ...................................................................................................................... Matthew 8:1-4; Mark 1:40-45 
The Paralytic ........................................................................................... Matthew 9:2-8; Mark 2:1-12; Luke 5:17-26 
The Man at the Pool of Bethesda ............................................................................................................... John 5:1-15 
The Man with the Withered Hand .......................................................... Matthew 12:9-13; Mark 3:1-5: Luke 6:6-11 
The Centurion’s Servant .............................................................................................. Matthew 8:5-13: Luke 7: 1-10 
The Widow’s Deceased Son ................................................................................................................... Luke 7:11-16 
The Demoniac of Gadara ............................................................................... Matthew 8:28; Mark 5:1-20; Luke 8:26 
The Woman with a Hemorrhage ....................................................... Matthew 9:18-26; Mark 5:25-34; Luke 8:40-56 
Jairus’ Deceased Daughter ...................................................................................................................... Mark 5:21-43 
The Two Blind Men .......................................................................................................... Matthew 9:27-31; 20:29-34 
The Possessed Mute .......................................................................................................................... Matthew 9:32-34 
The Canaanite’s Daughter ............................................................................................................... Matthew 15:21-28 
The Deaf Man with a Speech Impediment ............................................................................................. Mark 7:31-37 
The Blind Man at Bethsaida ................................................................................................................... Mark 8:22-26 
The Demonized Boy ....................................................................... Matthew 17:14-21; Mark 9:14-29; Luke 9:37-42 
The Man Born Blind .................................................................................................................................. John 9:1-41 
The Blind, Dumb and Possessed Man ......................................... Matthew 12:22-32; Mark 3:22-30; Luke 11:14-26; 
The Woman Bent Over Double ............................................................................................................ Luke 13:10-17 
The Man with Dropsy ............................................................................................................................... Luke 14:1-6 
Lazarus ..................................................................................................................................................... John 11:1-46 
The Ten Lepers ..................................................................................................................................... Luke 17:11-19 
Blind Bartimaeus .................................................................................................................................. Mark 10:46-52 
Healing in the Garden ........................................................................................................................... Luke 22:49-51 
 
 
 


