
S E R M O N  D I S C U S S I O N  G U I D E  

 

“The	Incomparable	Christ”	Sermon	Series	
Part	3:	Healed	for	Holiness	(John	5:1-18)	

 
 

�	Review	
 
 

Most Christians down through history have believed that God still heals people. That’s a 
comforting truth, isn’t it? When we, or those we love, are sick or injured, we want to know that 
God can restore us to health and wholeness. We want to know that God cares and that he’s able 
to fix what’s wrong with us. The fact is, though, God doesn’t always heal us the way we want him 
to, nor does he heal us when we want him to. Indeed, the New Testament indicates that God 
often doesn’t heal according to our purposes at all; he heals according to his own. Is that still a 
comforting thought? In John 5 we read about Jesus healing a man who had been disabled for 
38 years. As the story unfolds, we come to see, in part, that God’s healing grace is for our holy 
living. The miracle is not an end in itself. Rather, it highlights Jesus’ compassion and authority—
including his authority over our lives after he’s healed us. 
 
 

�	Reflect	
 
 

1. When you are sick, what is it that brings you comfort? Besides getting better, what do you 
want most during your time of pain, discomfort, or suffering? 
 

2. Describe a time when you were convinced that God had supernaturally healed someone. 
How did you respond? Who did you tell of your belief? 
 

3. Describe a time when a person you cared about was not healed. How did you respond? 
How did you come to terms with God’s apparent non-intervention? 
 

4. Are you heartened by the fact that the Pool of Bethesda has been archaeologically verified? 
What are the benefits and limitations of archaeology as it pertains to the Bible? 
 

5. What is odd about Jesus’ question to the paralyzed man (v. 6)? What is odd about the 
paralyzed man’s response? (v. 7)? 
 

6. When and how did this healing take place? Did Jesus heal everyone that day at the Pool of 
Bethesda? If not, why not?  
 

7. Compare verses 11 and 12 (the conversation between the Jews and the healed man). What 
do the Jews overlook that the man said? What does this say about their priorities?  
 

8. What do you suppose makes some people want to continue living in chaos and brokenness 
even when they have an opportunity for healing?   
 

9. Why does Jesus tell the man to stop sinning (v. 14)? What do you think the man was doing 
wrong, and why was Jesus so bold as to offer him a warning? 



10. Why did Jesus get into so much trouble for healing this man (vv. 16-18)? After Jesus 
answered the charges against him, why did the Jews get even more incensed, to the point of 
wanting to kill him? 
 

11. Why did God give the Sabbath law in the first place? How does Jesus “fulfill” that law in this 
particular healing? 

 
 

�	Respond	
 
 

1. Pastor Tim noted in the sermon: “Bethesda, like every other hospital, is a place of limited 
hope; only Jesus can heal completely.” How much hope do you put in doctors and 
hospitals? How much is too much? How much is too little? 
 

2. What are the two types of broken people in the text of John 5? How are they broken, and 
how do you identify with either group?   
 

3. When have you been more concerned about a religious activity than the reality behind that 
activity? How can you avoid the kind of religion that is outwardly pious but inwardly 
bankrupt?  
 

4. What’s the difference between a “victim mentality” and a “victor mentality”? Where in our 
culture do you see evidence of the former? How can believers move to embrace the latter? 
 

5. Pastor Tim noted in the sermon: “The ministry of Jesus involves compassion for individual 
humans, not just humanity.” He also talked about “seeing the one” (cf. v. 5) right here in our 
midst. What are some things we can do to “warm things up” in our congregation? 
 

6. What are you waiting for? How long is too long to pray about something? What 
encouragement (or frustration!) do you receive from John 5:1-18? 
 

7. If someone could read your mind (i.e., discover what you worry about, what makes you 
angry, what you really want most from life, etc.), what would they say is your "front burner 
issue"?  What does John 5 teach us about what the real "front burner" issue is?   
 

8. Do you have a tendency to invest in doing good things rather than speaking to people 
about eternal things?  What can we do to help each other stay focused on the issue of 
eternity?  
 

9. Has Jesus touched your life in some way? Has he “saved” you? If so, are you still sinning? 
Have you become casual about your post-conversion sin? Is Jesus casual about it? What 
needs to change? 

 
 

What is God saying to you? What are you going 
to do about what God is saying to you? 

 
 
 
 
 


