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THE INCOMPARABLE CHRIST, PART 1 

TRANSFORMING POWER 
John 2:1-11 

 
 

Jesus is the promised messiah whose mission is your joy and transformation. 
 
 

Jesus the Guest (1-2)  
 
Wedding celebrations typically lasted up to seven days, and many in the village were invited to attend. 
Jesus was not a recluse; he attended social events even though his enemies often faulted him for it. 
That Jesus, his mother, and his disciples were invited suggests the wedding was for a relative or close friend.  

 
Jesus the Son (3-5)  

 
To run out of wine at a wedding was a social faux pas that would cause lifelong shame for the host. 
Wine was both a symbol and a means of joy in ancient Israel (Ps 104:15; Prov 3:10; Judg 9:13; b. Pesah 109a). 
Sooner or later, the world’s joy runs out, resulting in emptiness, disappointment, or disillusionment. 
Being at a wedding often causes people to think about their own wedding (past or future) and/or marriage. 
Jesus may have been pondering his own “wedding,” which explains his abrupt reply (cf. Matt 22:1-14; 25:1-13). 
“My hour” refers to the cross, so Jesus is saying, “Once I start doing miracles, I begin the road to my death.” 
Jesus’ agenda is set by his heavenly Father not by his earthly mother (or any other person). 

 
Jesus the Host (6-11) 

 
Jesus is Lord over nature (cf. “The conscious water saw its Master and blushed.” - Alexander Pope). 
Jesus is the humble hero of the feast, preventing shame and disgrace for the couple and the banquet host. 
Moses’ first sign was turning water into blood (judgment); Jesus’ was turning water into wine (grace). 
The prophets saw the messianic age as a time when wine would flow freely (e.g., Isa 25:6; Amos 9:13-14). 
Purification is no longer symbolized by ceremonial water but accomplished by Jesus’ blood (cf. Luke 22:20). 
This first “sign” is a semi-private miracle done for the glory of Christ and the faith of his people. 
This “calling card miracle” indicates that Jesus’ mission is all about joy and transformation. 

 
Jesus the Incomparable 

 
Take your concerns to Jesus—however large or small you think they may be. 
Obey Jesus even when you don’t fully understand what he may be up to at any given moment. 
Let Jesus operate on his own timetable, trusting that he orders all things according to his perfect wisdom. 
Recognize that even the best things in life are just “water” compared to Jesus, who is “the best wine.” 
Let the coming joys of the eternal feast encourage you amidst the trials and sorrows of this life. 
Believe in Jesus and treasure him as your ultimate purification, satisfaction, and delight. 


